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Tra armowheads osllected from the sand
hills ol nonheasiern Coloredo and aojacent
parbane of Nebraska, with faw excoplions,
wine recowered fram acieage placed o cul-
tivation, as requirad oy law, when tha land was
homeasieaded. Onece (e grassas thal blank.
atad the hits and valleys for e¢ans were des-
troved by the plow, wnd, &8 very powertyl
agent of soil orgsion, began Iransporing the
sand, grain oy gram, from the Helas to dunes
on the adjzsen! grasslans, The hale o tha
ground produces by defiation 15 called a
“Howeut”.

Varipus soil seguences are revaaled in
biowouts in the wieinity of Yuma. Colorado.
Soma consisted of a megium 1o fing grained,
oufl 10 tan colored sand fram the top 10 Ihe
petlom of the dellated area. Other blowouts
ravealed thal beneath 1he buff to tan colorad
sand lay a black, sandy humus zone &l
varying thicknasses. whch in lurn overlzy a
thizker blue grey mar containing the remaing
of gastropod shalls, freshweler ostracod cara-
paces and coecasiomly fragments o mam-
math and'or oison remains. This mar zons.
present in many biowauls in Yuma and
Wasninglon countizs in Colorado, chviously
represents cfay deposited in freshwater lakes
coincidant with 1he presence of Pa‘soindians
on the Greal Plains,

The Andersen arlifact colizchion stafed by
acexient on a Sungay marring = 1919, My
father, Perry L. Andersen, and | ware nding
across a blowoul on pyr ranch located apprax:
imately 16 miles southof Yuma, Cofarado, My
father stoppes bis horsa, dismounted jand
picked up & t=autitul matled, red and whita
arrewhead aboul twa michas in length, This
arrowhaad slarted a family hooby. My mother,
Pauling, joired my father and ma in collestong
artifacis from the blowouts an the home ranch.
Eventually we expandad ou modus oporengd
o include all pioweuats in Yuma and Washing-
100 counties in tha vicindy of Yuma,

By 1925, when | antered 1he Unsversily of
Danwer at Denver, Colorado, the Andersens
had amassed & szerle number af amfacts
Pride in the callection, especially those with
unigua shapes and flaking, was insrumental
in seexing an dudience with DA, E B Renaud.
Chairman ol the Antheapology Depamment at
e Univeersity of Danvar, ang Frank Howland,
Curalor ol Minerels and Geolagy at the ol
origga Museum of Natural Hislory (CMNH),
also locatad im Denver. Dr. Rinaud was nol
interesled in what he considered to o2 Plains
Indian artdzers; M Howland . bowever, spenl
considerable tme loakng al the colleclion,

Amang the poinls was a completa leat-
shaped tlade, 1-3 4 inchas (44mm)| lorg, with
a longiudingl grogve or channel extanding a1
loast two-therds the length ol each face, Mr

Hawland was very interested in 1his pariicular
anifact, and atthat time proclivrned that it was
“most unusyal In type and workmansha o
have been produced by Plaing retians”

The impartance ¢f the abowve specimen ba-
came agparen twa years later. On October 1,
1927, | recerved a letler from Mr. Howland, an
excend from which | guata: “When you were
up nare al college in 1925 | becams zc-
quainted with yau and you showed me your
callectan ol arraw ponts. You have some that
are holowad out on the sidas samatting Lo
the fallowing drawing.. .Mr. Figgins our dirac-
1or asked ma toowrila, Thare have bean some
founa associzted with lossibred remains stil
in the matrx of the bones”

Mr. Howiand's letter had raference 1o Frad
J. Howanh's ared Carl Schwachbsim s discov-
ery of a jossd bison deposit nears the town of
Falsom, New Mexico, where in 1926-27 the
CMNH found store ari‘acts associated with
Ihese kisen remains. From this deposil came
the type artdact now xnown as “Faolsom,” origi-
rally described a5 “a thin lgat-shaped blade
with a lgngituding! graave of charmel exieng:
ing giong each face about two-thiras of tha
lengih®,

The complete and fragmantary Falsom
poinis existing in our callection in 1927 ware
considered (o be of the same culture as the
type ponts from Feisam, New Mexico, Conse-
guéntly, rumMEgUs prominant scentsts, ex-
citad atthe prespect of anew held for research
and explarabon, came to Yuma . 1928-25-
30. Noteworthy were: Di. AE, Jeonks (Uni-
versily of Minnesola): Or. Pauw! MacCintock
{Pringetan Universityl, Dr. Barmym Brown
(American Museum of Natwral History): Dr.
E.B. Renaud (University af Denvar); Dr. Edgar
B. Heward (Bryn Mawr Collega): Or. C. Ber-
trand Schuliz, his Bride Marion and Dr. Loran

Exsloy [University of Nebraska|, Richand M
Snodgrass (Univarsity of Chicagol: and Marie
Wormingion [CMMNHL. Most ol tha visiing sci-
entists were amused al our melhod of collest-
g arlifacis; some evenndiculed the possidal-
ity that anylhing prehistaric cou'd be found on
the surface of @ wind-ercded sanahill blowout
of several acres in exlenl Sites thal praduced
comglate or fragmentary Folsom ponts also
praducad Plains Indian arrowneads, pal-
sherds, caltle bones, nads, wire, and the lika,
which Mane Wormingion was loath to mention
in hare CMNH Popular Series of articlas,

Fellawing the astablished fact that Folsam
artiacts were used 10 kil fossil (Plaistocens)
Bizon. and thal Folsom-tvoe anifacts were in

Ihe Andersen coloction, it became suspect
that otnar types of Palecindian artitacts mighl
also be present. THis idea, escausad soialy by
Messes, Margid J. Cook. Curator of Vertabirala
Paleorfology with CMMNH, and Jesse D. Fig-
ging, in the late 13205, led i thoeir awn perecn-
al mput. Cook visited Yuma lo sludy the stra-
ugraphy of the Slawaul thit produced Ihe Fal-
som poird Mr. Howland had seen: Figgins
Asked 'or Ul PRMTTISSIoN 10 Ser an a0ilact 1o
the Amancan Museum of Matural History,
MNaw York City, 1o be evalualed far workman-
ship and possitly cullural afiliations, Tra ag-
bons 1a«en by thasa two men proved (o en-
hieree the scientific impoctance of tho colles-
hon. Coak dscaovered & showdered projectile
i siter with its poinl embecded in blua ‘gray
marl, the oldast stratigraphic unit in the big-
woul: the Amercan Musaum's avaluabion of
the arifact sent by Figoins was that the wark-
manship exceled anything seen provigusly in
Norih Amernca, ana tha cullural atiliabans
probatiy 1o be Mydio Neolithic

Pionaars in the study of tha Folsom cultuse
rmity hitve beon overly zoalous to proclaim
that Folsom was the and produc? in the awaiu-
tian of Palecindian anifacts. The ariginasor of
this concapt was Or. E.B.Renaud, who in
1931 invited me 10 assist hirnin gastuliding an
ovglutipnary sequance for the Paleoindian
arlifacls i aur callectan. The wa reference
arlifgels | had upon which to base this
hypolhelical evelutanary caurse wara Harald
4. Conk's shouldered projectile imbedded in
freshwater marl, and the Felsem gainl laund
in Ihe same bigwout afer the sandy numus
zonge overlying the bluggray rmarl Bad been
eaposed by wing arosion. Subseguant
Paleoingian discoveries proved 1hat this ewo-
lutionary concept was nol tanabls

As a resui of continuad regaarch in typolo-
gv, Or. Reniud pubished a papsr in 1832
tilled, “Yuma end Folsam Anilacts, New Matg-
rial,”whergin ha states, “The numober and van-
ety of anilacs ol this remarkable and exton-
swve collection from the Yuma oisirict (belang
> Me. Parry Andérsen and his son Hasgld)
contrbutad greatly to aur bettsr knawladge o
e poets, witeh in recognition, we namod
“Yuma Poinls” to distnguish them from the
true Falsom lype™. Twa aricles by Jesse D
Figgins in 1933 and 1439 ited “Folsam and
Yuma Artdacts,” cantinued the use of tha teo-
fald ¢wision of Palepingian arlifacts.

Creaping inte the lilerziurein the late 15303
and aarly 19405 ware the names Oant. Edan,
Clovis, Gypsum Cave, Scatishiulf, and many
morg arttact types. many Ihal had baen de-
scribed &5 “Yuma® type arifacts. Obviously a
purge of names was neesad; Or. Marne Warm-
inglan assumied Ihe respoansibility. Somelima
bebwesn 1933 and 1943 she resincted e
Yurma type arli*ast lo a blade that had a langth-
breaath raban of abaut 4 or 5 12 1 and had hing
diznonal llaking thal apgeared to cross lhe
convax face of the tade uninterruplied, Theso
specimens, recovared from Andersen’s Val-
ley MNao. 4 locality, were unigque 1o Valley No. 4.
It was also the anly sitg in which the arffacts
were directly associaled with Sison bones that
Were nevwer sgacansd.
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Tha yaars of Wil pul a damgar on colioch
ing. bul the searching was quickly resumsad
aller moving 10 the Pacifie Nonhwest, Never
rad | expernenced the guantity and quaiiTy &85 |
tzund on the Columbia Rwer of central
Washirgion,

Afer the Spring 1lo2ds the receding wilers
il steplike benches along the banss of the
rver and thase ware always productive Wil
soarching lhe shore aYter the water dropped. a
ratched net sinkar was foung lying among 1he
racks. Sludying the wished cut detins, four
more net sinsers were racoverad, This promg-
ted e 10 ra<e a clawed hind weedad through
thie mud, whereupon the sourd and feal of il
was nal untxe a pockeslull of chips. Taking a
randful, | pivoled around 1o the watar's edga
1o wash the mud Irom e flakes and was
astonished to see a handiul of projeciila
paints! Two more handtils of mud yeldea a
1olal of eleven. They wera of one type and ol
twa diflerent maténals and appesred 10 have
teen mada by lhe same parson. Itis unknown
if this had been a cache or a guiver from a
washed oul burial. Two stong pesile ying side
by side with only e boltems protruding from
the mud bank also were recovered,

During the 19508, my wite and | huntea pan
of the Great Basin in southeast Oregan. The
nistoric Double O Rench near Hamey Lake
wits our hoadguarters, Leng walks through
send dunes, around the shores of dry lakes
and along tha rimrocks of voleans plaleaus
ted us la soms unusuel finas,

Nancy was the lucky ane when it came 1o
large blades and points. We had driven into
the desert on an okf chuck wagan 1rail when
we natced an area that looked like @ camp-
site, Qbsidian chips were sirewn abaul it Ihe
wind tiown gand. A hell dozen poinls ware
found with aboul twice a5 many damaged
piecas. It was when Nancy let oul & yvell thal
could be heard all ovar Harmay County that |
knew she had found something 10 yail 2baut.
Tha lip of a point protruded from under the
raols ¢f a sagebrush which she was unable 1o
dislodge with her walking stick. She dug a1 it
with hier e, Butit reluged 1o mase, Agoad lug
on it with har hand brought 1o Iight an aleven
inch long double painted ckisidian Bada!

Belore leaving this lucky place. | searchad
along the ruts of lhe trail and owed a beautiul
obsidian corner nolchad point just a few feat in
lirwe ¢! the Tl whesl of the car.

Visiling this plece alane several years later.
I fourg twa broken painls when it became
apparant thal the plete had been inwaoad oy
ratliesnakes, Having nover cultivanted any
emotanal aftachmenss far tham, a hasty re-
gl wis in order,

Accidental fings an the desert seemed ta be
carmman. While gausing for lunch ong after-
noon, a small hatf-nch lang obsimian Desart
Sige-MNatched poinl was found lying where wi
sat down to eat our sendwich,

Anather ime, discovaring a small shelter in
a nimrack, | approached the antrence
cauliously on hands and knees. Observing ro
sign af life, | seratched through the floor to
examing it for human accupation. Nothing of

imporance was noted, so0 oafore leaving |
scanned the susface once mare. Another bny
Desart S«de-Motched point of clear, smoxy
phsidinn lay right next [ my l8f hana!

A1a small spring fad lake, | observed Nancy
walking aut on a lang sand spi. Sha was too
tar away to call back. ltwas a wasteof lime as|
hizd hurted that 1he year bafore without find-
ing ona chip ... she came back wilth an oval
kriife af bandes absidian five inches long!!

Cur oig find was one day alter crossing
some dunes. We came to a chipping area
swepl tlean by the wind right down 10 the
hargpan. A black obsidian arrow point was
Iying on a mound of earlh ¢ug outby a badger.
In thi2 hole was a ocand of cosigan flakes
saverdl inchas thick, This was in adddion o
the upper layer exposed by the wind. The
chps on the surface looked as though they
had been el down by hand in a mosaic and
covered anaut a half acre, Wi gotdown enaur
hands and knees and sghted aga:nst tha sun
o see the ripple of chipped picces with their
notehing. Broken Afow points ware pckedup
by the handiul. Mos! were comer ard sde
notched. Very few tips were found. We stayad
all gay and recovared 256 broken points and
40 good anes.

Sevaral yoars wenl by belore | braught a
screen and snovel to sifi through tha layer ol
chips, bulas it was it May 1he ground wes wet.
As diligent as we combed the arei the tis)
time, we neverthalass lound mare brokan
onas the second time,

Figh up in the rugged and japged paaks of
the Cascades in ihe M1, Baker National Forest
¢f Whalcaom Ceunty, Washington, we found

the read Bocked by snow, Parding tha car, we
walked out onto a knoll of tha Heather
Meadow ki Area 1o enjoy @ breathtaling
view. At tha appraomale slevatan of 5000
faal, twa miles Dovend ML Baker Lodge, the
finding of a smal projecti's coind of maliva
black bassl made rmy day, “There couldn
possicly be another ana within 50 sguara
miles, and il tore was Ud aever fivd it within 2
lifatime,” | exclaimed in surgriea! To which my
wile calmly replied, “You don't hind them, you
smed tham!”

How long ago this arrpw was shat, perfaps
in a snow banrx end nevar recovered, is a
rmatler af conjeciure, Pamitive mas has el
in Iha Pacific Nenhwest for 8000-10,000
years, the Lummitiba oing nalive 1o the anea
today.

Mo ona knows how many years this arow
point had been pelled by Ireezing raing, 'whid-
pedby herce blizzards, and coverad oy tons of
snow Dafore bt was lound en hat glaasant
Sunday afferroon in the aulumn ol 1965

Thelastunusual hnd was a yeas Bga Dack
ey homue lown of Racine, Wisconsin, Arournd
tha tum ol the century a Woodland type araw
paint ol glszial fint became part of thie Side-
wall ngar tna northwast carner o Main and
Hamion Streats. Dasting with head down
thrgugh a blustary rain. | recogrzed il as it
flashed oy, in the 1230s | waxed to and from
schosl on i, rellor skated on it, rade my bike
aver it and 14 100X 50 yaars 13 fnd 1. it's still
there, mixed in with gravel, sandand camsant. |
wil lzave i as & silert moaumeant 1o arace of
penple wiha have forever goriched my life.
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VeTay Mo. 4 was also the first sile in Yuma
County to be selected lar gstadad study. In the
early 1830s, Richard M. Snodgrass lrom Ihe
Uneversity of Chicago photographed thea arli-
facts from Valiey No. 4, Hs enthusiasm o
faarn more abowt the sile led him to seek
pormission rom the Endowner 10 oXciasate,
which would have Been a flirst = the history of
archeciogical investigative work in Yuma
Courty. Permission was granted; nawavar, il
wias short ived wilh no explanation gwen, Tha
enlire excawalion consistéd of a hole approx-
imataly 5 X 10 feel oy ong ‘oot deep. My
cousin, Bart Mopntan, who became a iull-
Nedged parner with the Andersen’s in their
saarch lor Palesindidn armifacts in tha 1930s.
remingded me [0 manton hat the Snodgrass
excavalion terminated Six inchas from & com-
plete Yema ype point.

By the lata 1930s. the Angarsen artdact
collecten had ablzingd inlernalicnal expo-
sure. Parry Andarsan racewed an invitatisn
fram Dr. Edgar 8, Howard. Prolessor of
Anthropology a1 Bryn Mawr Colage, to altend
the International Symposium on Earty Man g
e held March 17-20. 1837, i Philadeiphias,
Pennsylwania. My father could not afford 1o
make tha Irip. however, Mane Wormingion,
associaled with CMNH. selectad fitty arilacts
from the Andessen callection [perssnal comes
municaticn with my izther} to be axmbitad a1

the symposium. There wena numearows scien-
fists fram fereign counties gresant.

Thar question in my mind is — ware tha difty
artlacts exhibded as tha Andersen Arilac
collection or as CMINH matsnal? | ask ths
queslion because casls of recognizatie
Andersen anifacts are exhibied . Paaboay
Museum &l Haseped Universiy Boaring the
labal CMMNH.

The Arndersen artifact colleclion has o
parmanent homa with tha Univarsity ol Nab-
raska’s Areheological Research Collection lo-
caled in Lincoin, MNebraska. | beleve the col-
faction’s contribubion la the sludy of Early Man
in Nogrth Amarica durng the 1820s and 19305
was inestmakle; and | greally appreciate tho
contributions made by the scienbists who
pionessed Mé Sludy of the Folsom and Yuma
cultures. Spacial post-monem lhanks are
due: Frank Howland whaosa acumen extanded
the Falsam grlifact from New Mexico (o Yuma,
Celgrado, belore many scienlisis knew the
Foisom anifact existed; Harold J. Coak who
found an antilact stratigraghically o'der than
the Folsom: Jesse D. Figging whose appre-
ciption lor masler crafizmansnip sent an ar-
fact from Andersen's Valay No. 4 localily 1o b
avalualed by the American Musaum of Natu-
ral History. and Dr. EB.Renaud who was
open minded enough lo raverse his 1925
opiran ol e Ardersen adifact collection,

{B'cliography of publicalions manbaing the
Andersen anlifact callestion on file with 1AM
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