The
Andersen

Artifact Collection
by H.V.Andersan

This article complimants the “History of
ihe Yuma Type Arlifact and the Andersen
Caolleclion™ published in the 1988 Qot
Nov/Dec issue of 1AM, Depicted herein
are the projectiles known (or surmised) 10
have been produced by Paleaindians
and implaments occurring at the same
stratigraphic level.

The specimens figured in Plates i
through Xil (not all shawn, Ed.) are facsi-
miles recorded in A catalogue afier it be-
came eslablished that Paleaindian arti-
facts were in the collection. The flaking
an gach specimen was recorded in the
following manner. A tough piece of car-
bon copy paper, with a certain amount of
franslucency, was wrapped around an
antifact forming a single thickness of pap-
er pver one surface of ihe specimen, The

I

covered surdace was rubosc w2 307
graphile lead pencil. whon réveg oo
fiakes removed by the pretistc i
per. The paltern of the faxing was e
superimpased on he iInked ouline of ne
artifact traced on a page in the nound
calalog. Finally, in order to make the fac.
simile Ihree dimensional, | added con-
centric lings that are present on ihe
flakes, which is somewhat difficull 1o ro-
veal in photographs.

The remaining arifacts in the collec-
tion were presumed 1o be predominately
Plains Indian types. These specimens
were mountad on cards, 41 in number,
that could be stored in wooden cigar
boxes approximately 4.5 inches wide,
8.5 inches long and 2.5 inchas deap.

The term ‘Valley' was used to identily
the blowouts we visited. Almost every
ong had been a cullivated plot of land;
therefore valley was apropos because
the normal physiographic setting for farm
land is in & valley, if pessible. The geog-
raphic lecations in Yuma County were by
section, township and range; in
Washington County, ta the west, by the
name of the properly ewner.

27 a o' the B4 blowouts visslad pro-
zlzoindian arlilacls. Those that
T2 7 wmon plue-gray marl was present,
Drocduced e wigest range of prehistoric
artiact types. An excallent example is

[}

Flatz I, Valley No. 4, Plate
Clue-gray marl present, pro-
argast number of arlifacts rec-
=0 alany one site. This can probably
D attnouted to tne fact that the artifacts
were assccatec with oison bonos and
that the freshwater lake immediately at
hanc, manitested by the presence of the
marl, attracted the game.

The numbers beneath the artifacts in
the plates are calaleq numbers, Those
within a box indicate thal the adifact is
missing from Lhe collection. At lgast one
was lost, two were sold to a collecter in
Wyoming {(anything my father owned
was for sale if the price was right), and
mast of the ethers disappeared during
the time the collection was being studied
by Mane Wormington at the Celorado
Museum of Natural History in Denver,
Colorado.

All of the preceding information, and
lngically so, pertains ta the plates. Haw
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this article compliments the 1988 1AM
arnticle can now be giscussed,

Valley No, 4, (Plate IIl), produced the
prototypa of the Yuma
artifacts, [sensus striclus)  with
specimens 50, 55, B4, and 149 exhibiting
the distinguishing characteristic: diagon-
gl fiaking. 1 is apparent, however, thal
the diagonal flaking does not characte-
rize all specimens collected at the site
Thereiore, perhaps the length-width ratio
is far more meaningful because a large
number ol the specimens recoverad fzll
inte the S to 1 or & to 1 ratio.

The artifact Mr. Howland referred 1o in
his letter received in 1927 was Lhe Fol-
som type artifact, Na. 18, from Valley No.
1 (Plate il},

The artitact that Jesse D, Figgins sent
1o Mew York City 1o be evaluated by the
American Museumn of Natural History
was artifact No. 50 from Valley No, 4
{Plata W},

Because so many diverse artifact
iorms in the collection were originally re-
‘erred 10 as "Yuma, | asked my cousin
Bert Mountain 1o select specimens char-
aclenstic of the Palecindian types cur-
rently recognized in the west. He did
mare than | asked for — he listed the
nameas of all the types he recognized on
all 12 plates. He and his wife Doroihy
have confinuously collected artifacts in
Colorado since the 1930s; my pariicipa-
tion in archeological explaration was in
the Gulf Coast Plain in the late 1930s,
wrere my forte evenlually became mic-
ropaleontology.

A surnmation of Bert Mountain’s study
ol 1ne collection ravealed that the 139
specimens classified fell into nine ditfe-
rent types, two of which were predomi-
~ately Plainview, ca. 29 percent, and Fal-
sz with ca. 20 percent, Bert suggested
" a lgtter that these two types were con-
‘emporaneous. | agree. However, | con-
:nd inat it is also possibie that these
cercantages might represent the difer-
=nze in number of knappers capable ol
~=maving the fiute fram both sides of the
el

Tne next most abundant type projectile
s e Yurma with 14 percent, all from one

cavon, The Scots Bluf! type, nearly in
-= same percenlile, has relatively wide

s oution,

The remaining 25 percent is shared
vt equally with Agate Basin, Clovis,
e~z Eozn types, Most of the Edens were
«-overed from Vallay No. 64 (Plate XI1).
Tmey ate & shouldered type that is pro-
socez oy palishing the sides of the blads

'3 base to form a shoulder; tha
wooms Buft shoulder is praduced by flak-
"5 same valley also produced the
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single Cody Knife in the collection.

Typical examples cf the respective
Palegindian artifacts in the collechons
are:

Agate Basin— Plate lI, valley 2, speci-
men 20

Clovis — Plate Il, valiey 1, specimen
38

Cody Knife — Plate X, valley 64,
specimen 232

Eden— Plate X|I, valley &4, specimen
200

Falsom — Plate X, specimen 245

Gieres povnts

Foiitny
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Hell Gap— Plate Il, valley 1, specimen
40

Plainview — Plate Il, valley 1, speci-
men 72

Scolts Bluff — Plate I, valley 4, speci-
men 63

Yuma — Plate lIl, valley 4, specimean
50

77 — Plate VIll, valley 27, specimen
134 (*Scotls Blulf base, Eden workman-
ship." Bert Mountain)

Agare Basin sains
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